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Abstract

This paper will introduce Yone Noguchi’s English article “Dr. M. Anesaki” published in
The Japan Weekly Mail on 26 July 1913. Along with the original work, it will provide a new
Japanese translation of the article to shed light on Noguchi’s relationship to Masaharu Anesaki.
Yone Noguchi (1875-1947), a Japanese poet who gained his international fame with English
poetry books in the United States and England, interviewed another internationalist, a Buddhist
scholar Masaharu Anesaki (1873-1949) before Anesaki’s departure to Harvard University in
1913, where he was to lecture on Japanese culture for two years. In the article, Noguchi covered
Anesaki’s achievements, including his major publications, his scholarship in comparison with
the German scholar Rudolf Eucken, a brief biography of Anesaki’s, as well as discussing the
people who helped realize Anesaki’s visiting to Harvard. While Noguchi’s writing style is long-
winded, his respect and admiration for Anesaki are obvious. Noguchi does not mention how he
got acquainted with Anesaki in the first place, but according to the article, the interview took
place in Anesaki’s house in Tokyo.

Recent research shows that The Japan Weekly Mail published quite a few articles written
by Yone Noguchi; in particular, around the time when Noguchi himself was invited by the Poet
Laureate Robert Bridges to give a lecture at Oxford University. Noguchi was known to translate
his own work mostly from English to Japanese and/or re-publish his works elsewhere. A part
of the article “Dr. M. Anesaki” is a reprint from “The Earliest Japanese Poetry” in The Spirit of
Japanese Poetry (1913). The current paper is based on the presentation “Eiji Shinbun The Japan
Weekly Mail and Yone Noguchi” on 12 November, 2017, for the Popular Culture Association of

Japan.
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3. “DR. M. ANESAKI” BY YONE NOGUCHI.
The Japan Weekly Mail. July 26", 1913. [EX]

I, who have delightful recollections of a visit to a house in Brattle Street where Washington
used to smoke and chat with La Fayette, would naturally turn first to the thought of American
freedom, when the heavy door of Harvard University swung open to a Japanese Buddhist scholar
in the person of Dr. M. Anesaki. He will soon become, this Buddhist,—not in flowing robe and
scarf but in common Western clothes,—a subject of talk among the students, whose minds may
not yet have subsided from excitement in listening to Rudolf Eucken. My imagination’s ears
already hear a word or two from the students on the possibility of comparison of this Japanese
and that eminent German professor; it would be more than amusing, indeed interesting, if we
could successfully compare them. Without going into the pros and cons, I think I can say that
they have a certain analogy in the sense that Japan shows a great many similar aspects, spiritual
or otherwise, with modern Germany; the latter’s incongruities and contradictions, and almost
bewildering confusion of wild cross currents and ambitious aspirations, might be quite well
explained from the former’s ground. If Eucken’s Activism (I am no Eucken student whatever)
might be said to be more meaningful for such a country as Germany, I dare say it is present
Japan which has made Dr. Anesaki, like that German professor through Christianity, sing the
new Buddhistic idealism, — (a book, “Buddhism and the New Idealism” or a book perhaps
with a better title than that, should come from Dr. Anesaki’s pen some day),—from the point
of emphasis of the soul of the individual. He is really a true follower of the great Nichiren, the
founder of the Nichiren sect of Buddhism; or it may be more true to say he is a wise adapter
of that sect for the present needs of Japan. I almost feel justified in speaking of Eucken and
Anesaki in the same breath; when I think of them at the same moment, Kipling’s lines come to

my mind:

“But there is neither East nor West, Border nor Breed nor Birth

When two strong men stand face to face, tho’ they come from the ends of the Earth.”

Indeed these two scholars come from the antipodes of Christianity and Buddhism, but these
are, are they not, merely different names when we consider the real questions of Truth and Life.
Physically Dr. Anesaki is not a robust type of Eucken’s revivalist whose tremendous force of
earnestness would shake a generation materialistic and indifferent; he is calm and even pale in
face, tall and slender in body, a figure on whose shoulders a Buddhistic robe would fittingly lie.
His still eyes express how deep and clear his thought advances. We know him as the graceful
type of Japanese known as a Kyotoan.

Dr. Anesaki’s Buddhistic study was begun early in his life—(by the way he is Professor
of the Science of Religion in the Imperial University, Tokyo); his interest in the comparative
study of religions, I am told, was much stimulated in his undergraduate years, by such books as

Kidd’s Social Evolution, or Lang’s Myths, Ritual and Religion; or Taylor’s Primitive Culture,
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whose popularity some twenty years ago was quite great. Although many volumes of religious
investigation—(History of Indian Religions, 1898; The Personality of Buddha, its Aspects in
History and Faith, 1904; The Four Buddhist Agamas in Chinese and Pali Counterparts, 1910,
included)—are credited to his already distinguished name, he is still a young man, as he was
born in 1873. I am sure he thinks his best book is yet to be written. His international reputation
in his special line, that is in Oriental philosophy, was well established when he published
Religions in Japan (in the Encyclopedia Americana), How Christianity appeals to a Japanese
Buddhist (the Hibbert Journal, Oct. 1905); Asanga, Asvaghosa, Buddhist Docetism, Buddhist
Ethnics and Morality, etc. (in the Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics); and his important work
on Buddhism, in its Fundamental Aspect as a Religion, 1 believe, is going to be brought cut
soon in America. He writes well both in English and French; and it is idle to dwell on his ability
in Japanese writing, since he has written not only philosophical treaties, but also many beautiful
prose works and even stories and sketches. He published Fioretti a Italia in Japanese, in 1909,
as the result of a pleasing journey he enjoyed under the benefit of La Bourse pour la tour autour
du monde which Albert Kahn donated also to the Imperial University of Tokyo; the beautiful
easy style of the book caught the public attention and revived the interest of some fifteen years
ago, when he was ambitious even as a prose writer.

As everybody else who has studied Buddhism in Japan—(it is a known fact that no
Buddhism today exists in China or even in India)—Dr. Anesaki was pleased at first, I believe,
to understand it through its pessimistic attraction; it is due to Schopenhauer, to whom Dr.
Koeber of the Imperial University of Tokyo first introduced him, and whose thorough study
he completed under the guidance of Prof. Densen of Kiel, that he was brought outright before
the brighter phase of that Buddhism. It may have been about the same time that he began to
study the Nichiren sect of Buddhism and the life of the priest Nichiren, its founder. There is
no more wonderful story than that of this Nichiren, who was born to a fisher’s family in Awa
province on January 1222. He exclaimed at the beginning of his establishment of his own sect:
“Know that the Jodo sect is a way to Hell; the Zen, the teaching of infernal hosts; the Shingon,
a heresy to destroy the nation; and the Ritsu, an enemy of the land. These are not my words,
but I found them in the Sutra. Hark to the cuckoo above the cloud. He knows the time, and
warns you to plant. Plant now therefore, and do not repent when the harvest season comes.
Now is the time for planting the Lotus Sutra, and I am the messenger sent by the Worshipful
for that end.” Under the fervent tongue of the propagandist, he thus attempted to destroy by one
stroke the old formulae and conceptions in emphasizing the individualistic fire of Buddhistic
inspiration through whose activity he himself, as he professed, was the symbol of the infinite;
his mysticism was founded upon his prophetic inspiration. When Nichiren laid stress upon the
fusion of the individual with the sacred law or their perfect harmony his mind dwelt on the
religious freedom born out of the idealism whose real manifestation can only appear through
the highest development of the individual. Therefore Nichiren declared that he was a messenger
sent by the Worshipful, in another expression, the Lotus Sutra personified. How modern and

new is Nichiren’s teaching! If you can find an analogy between this Buddhist priest of the
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thirteenth century and Eucken’s philosophy or philosophical theology, you can very well see
the meeting ground of the German professor and Dr. Anesaki, who is a devotee or follower of
the great Nichiren. I turn the pages of a new book entitled The Late Takeyama and Nichiren,
the former being the very person who inspired Dr. Anesaki with the greatness of Nichiren. (I
cannot help thinking of the friendship of Tennyson and Hallam when I think of the friendship
of Takayama and Anesaki). In a little preface I find a part saying: “I cannot spend the day of
the Takayama anniversary at Kiyomigata as heretofore. But I shall lecture on Shotoku, Denkyo
and Nichiren in the classroom of Cambridge; with that I will make my own offering to my dead
friend from far away.”

I used to linger round the spot at Kamakura where the monumental stone for Nichiren’s
street preaching stands, and call to mind his undaunted spirit and belief in the Mysterious Law
of the White Lotus which he professed he alone had found, and the continuous persecution
he encountered of gibes, railings and even stones. But to-day in this enlightened age the
follower of Nichiren has no difficulty in his propaganda. The establishment of the Association
Concordia of Japan, for which Dr. Anesaki has become one of the most active workers in his
expression of a desire for a religious belief adapted to the social need of the present time, shows
a great change between the times of Nichiren and of Dr. Anesaki, especially in their methods
of propaganda. As the name of the Association indicates, the society aims at bringing about a
perfect understanding of the East and West through religion and philosophy; the society recently
issued a letter of appointment of Dr. Anesaki as delegate of the Association to the Association
Concordia of America, and entrusted to him to investigate the various tasks necessary to make
the Japanese Association fully influential. In the first report of the Association just come from
the press I find a little less than two hundred names distinguished in the world’s religion and
philosophy, H. Bergson, John Dewey, Eucken, Wundt and others included, who have expressed
sympathy and co-operation. The report prints a long letter written by Dr. Sydney Gulick to the
Rev. Jas. L. Barton of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions; in it I find
the following in connection with Dr. Anesaki: “I well remember the religious enthusiasm with
which Dr. Anesaki maintained that Kyoiku Chokugo (the Imperial Rescript on Education) in its
dignity of expression and in the nature of its moral instruction, and its ethical foundation, was
fitted to promote religion in Japan, especially when interpreted in the light of such passages as
the Lotus of the Law (Hokke Kyo).” Indeed Dr. Anesaki rises and falls with his religious belief.

“I do not go to America,” he said to me the other day, “either as an apologist or as a
propagandist; when I stand in the Harvard classroom I wish to maintain the dignity and the
prudence of a mere scholar from the beginning to the end.” In that I believe he desires to
differentiate his own special position from that, for instance, of the Exchange Professor recently
sent from America in the person of Dr. Mabie. To see the establishment of a new chair in
Harvard in the light of a sign of American recognition of Japan’s attainment in science as well
as the importance of Oriental culture is most flattering. As I said before, it is only in Japan
that the real Buddhism exists to-day; and if Japanese civilization, old or new, cannot be well

interpreted without that religious background, as is a fact, all we Japanese fully endorse Dr.
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Anesaki’s appointment to the chair on Japanese Literature and Life, which is quite significant
in itself. Dr. Anesaki’s courses of lectures are divided into two parts. One part is special and
scientific, the subjects being such as the Pali Texts of Buddhism and their Chinese counterparts,
which is his own special study. When he compares the Oriental religions with Western thought,
I think he will prove himself to be at his strongest. Dr. Gulick remarked in the same letter I
mentioned above: “Dr. Anesaki is evidently quite familiar with the subject of comparative
religion as it has been developed in the West. Although regarding himself as a Buddhist, he is
nevertheless so thoroughly acquainted with Christianity, both in its doctrines and history, that
many look upon him as more nearly a Christian than anything else.”

He spoke to me, in the course of our talk, of Prof. Woods of Harvard University, who was
the moving spirit for the establishment of the new Japanese chair; he delightfully dwells on how
he and Prof. Woods were fellow students at Queen’s College at Benares in India some ten years
ago, and how they talked on the importance of such a chair, which has only been realised to-
day. “It is not far wrong to say that that chair was already established in Benares in 1903,” I said

to Dr. Anesaki, to whom I bade good-bye and God-speed when I left his home the other day.
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