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The border dispute lies most seriously in India-China relations. In this article, I analyze
this topic from the view of formation of nation states in Asia. Then, what is ‘nation state’
7 Clear definition is needed. Here, I define ‘nation state’ as B. Anderson states it. Namely
nation state consists of nation, clearly defined territory and exclusive sovereignty. Nation
state has been born in Europe originally, not in Asia. Through the process how it was
formed in Asia, I'll discuss the border, by which one nation state is distinguished from
another one.

By this perspective, I will analyze Simla Conference as its historical background. Simla
Conference was a tripartite conference held in Simla, India in 1913-1914. Originally
in Asia, especially in Fast Asia, there existed Chinese traditional world order, as J.
K. Fairbank called it. In this world order, center - periphery relationship is tributary
one. That is to say, the relationship between Tibet and Chinese central governient was
tributary, too. But so-called western impact, notably after concluding Beijing Treaty in
1860, East Asia was integrated into European international system, namely nation state
system. In this process, Chinese central government lost its cohesion , and its periphery
geared up centrifugal force and sought its identity. Tibet sought for its identity and
Chinese central government forced Tibet not to become independent.

This caused Chinese central versus Tibet conflicts. These conflicts got violent in the
early years of the 20 th century, and expanded to the area near the border of Assam. The
British had to mediate them in order to keep the area silent. The Conference was finally
swmmoned to meet at Simla. Sir Arthur Heury McMalion, the Secretary in the Indian
Foreign Department, was the British Plenipotentiary, Lon-chen, that is Chief Minister,
Shatra was the Tibetan Plenipotentiary, and Ivan Chen was the Chinese Plenipotentiary.
The discussions started on October 1913, extended over six months, and dealt very fully
with the whole Tibetan question. The Tibetan Government. claimed all territory in which
the population was almost entirely Tibetan. Far from agreeing to this, the Chinese Gov-
ernment claimed all Tibetan territory which Chao Erh Feng had succeeded in occupying
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when his power was at its height. The British proposed the Simla Convention, accord-
ing to which Tibet was divided into two zones, ‘Outer Tibet’ and ‘Inner Tibet’, Chinese
suzerainty over the whole of Tibet was recognized, but China engaged not to convert
Tibet into a Chinese province, Great Britain engaged not to annex any portion of Ti-
bet, and the autonomy of Quter Tibet was recognized. The boundary between Outer
Tibet and India was McMahon Line. On the 27 th April 1914, it was initialled by the
three Plenipotentiaties. Two days after initialling, the Chinese Government disavowed
the action of its Representative and refused to permit him to proceed to tull signature.
The negotiations with China broke down on one point only; namely, the frontier to be
established hetween China and [Inner] Tibet. Although in July, the British and Tibetan
Plenipotentiaries signed it. Two or three weeks later, the Great War [World War I] broke
out and threw Tibetan affairs into the background. (Charles Bell, Tibet Past and Present,
New Delhi, 1992 (reprinted edition), p. 156.)

To summing up, the origin of India-China border dispute remains the question whether
McMalhon Line and Simla Convention is legal or illegal only British and Tibetan Plenipo-
tentiaries accepted and signed.

In 1950, the next year after the founding of a country, People’s Republic of China sent
and stationed People’s Liberation Army into Tibet, to annex it. China converted the
largest area since Qing dynasty into the territory as the nation state, People’s Republic
of China. According to China, Tibet is an integral part of China and has had no right
to conclude any international treaties with any foreign powers. Sending and stationing
People’s Liberation Arniy in Tibet means the conversion Chinese traditional world order
into European internatioual system. But the Indian government did not understand this
logic, and claimed the validity of McMalion Line as the boundary between India and
China. The border dispute was born here.

In fact, India and China tried in vain to avoid the border conflicts. At last, border
"war” as Neville Maxwell said in his India’s Chine War, occurred in Qctober 1962,

This India’s misapprehension about China’s logic incurred border clash. On the other
hand China did not do the best to explain its logic and conversion of international system.

Until today there are few scholarly works from the point of the view of the conversion
of international system in East Asia, or China. I hope to analyze and discuss this topic
from this point more.
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