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The Difference in the Way of Approaching
“ the History of Chinese Language Studies”
between the Japanese and the Chinese

0 0O Ooof
GOTO Nachiko

Through the comparison of some books written by Japanese and Chinese scholars
on“ the history of Chinese language studies,” we can find that there are some
similarities and differences in how Japanese and Chinese approach this topic. Such
features are as follows:

O the similar point of view:

According to a time-line of Chinese history, both the Japanese and the Chinese

move their points of view from the ancient times to the present day.
O the different point of view:

The Chinese, first of all, divide a time-line into certain periods that have distinct
characteristics and then try to make one major studying approach in“ the history of the
Chinese language studies.”

On the other hand, the Japanese do not divide a time-line as the Chinese do, but
rather they look at the literature that have similar characteristics. By looking at several
streams of thoughts, they then try to organize them all into one major perspective in

“ the history of the Chinese language studies.”
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